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ULI's Urban Resilience Program

- Advancing industry understanding of resilience

- Cultivating champions for resilience and catalyzing resilience
partnerships

- Supporting communities in becoming more climate resilient
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WaterWise at UL

- ULl has worked on water issues
since 2017/

- Need for guidance for private sector
land use and real estate
professionals

- Focus groups across the western
U.S. convened

- Sessions resulted in ULI's Water
Wise: Strategies for Drought-
Resilient Development report




I o Lane Water Wise Report

From ULI's Urban Resilience Program

Download the full report here:




The Policy Landscape

Responses to Water Scarcity,
Population Growth, and
Water Quality Issues
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A Drought So Dire That a
Utah Town Pulled the Plug
on Growth

Groundwater and st-eams vital to both farmers and cities are
drying up in the West, challenging the future of development.

ENVIRONMENT

Southwest braces for water cutbacks
as drought deepens along the
Colorado River
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Western ‘Megadrought’ Is the
Worst in 1,200 Years

An exceptionally dry year in 2021 pushed the 22-year-long drought to the top of the record
books
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In Fountain, Colorado, There’s Plenty Of Room For
New Homes. But There Isn’t Enough Water

Planning Ahead, And Low-Hanging @ s s o

Low-Flow Fruit Is Already Picked
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The Nexus of Housing and D




Water Wise Development

WATER RIGHT SALE PRICES IN COLORADO'S NORTHERN FRONT RANGE

The Business Case for
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BUYERS ARE MOTIVATED TO LOOK FOR GREENER OPTIONS
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of consumers are looking
for greener products.
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1o change their daily habits natural resource in
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impact the environment.
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Best practices
iN water-smart development
and landscaping




Indoor Strategies
Water Wise Buildings

Smart metering and submetering

Leak detection and repair

Water reuse

Water-efficient fixtures and appliances
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i Evaporative Cooling @
or “blow down water,” is

the water that is drained
from cooling towers and is
heavy with mineral
content

Stormwater @
-£ Surface water that

results from rainfall
and snowmelt

This diagram shows the main alternative water sources available in a typical urban building.



Outdoor Strategies

Water Wise Landscaping

= Native and drought-tolerant plants

= Water-efficient irrigation systems

= Green infrastructure and rain gardens
= Permeable hardscapes

= Rain barrels and/or cisterns for use in
irrigation




KB Homes Double ZeroHouse

KB Homes Double ZeroHouse in Lancaster, CA.
(Applied Photography)

Designed to use zero fresh water for
irrigation + zero energy

Graywater recycling reuses 40,000-70,000
gallons of water per year

WaterSense®-labeled home with
advanced plumbing, drought-tolerant
landscaping, and smart irrigation

Landscaping uses 70 percent less water
than similar home to the resale home

Real-time meter allows homeowners to
track water use

Solar panels produce 100% of energy
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Public sector policies and practices
that can support responsible water
use




Communities shifting the focus

Gray Infrastructure

Storage/
Distribution

Conservation Efficiency Reuse Low-Impact
Development



Albuguerque, New Mexico

In 1992, Albuquerqgue learned that its aquifer was
rapidly running out of water.

“Back then, we were considered one of the
biggest water-wasters in the West.”

—John Stomp, chief operating officer, Albuquergque Bernalillo
County Water Utility Authority




Albuquerque, New Mexico

The Albugquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility
Authority focused on demand:

= Fixed leaks in distribution system

- Offered rebates to customers to update older
fixtures and appliances

- Educated residents about outdoor irrigation

- Paid residents to convert lawns to drought-tolerant §
landscaping

- Adopted new water rate structure - cost of water
rises as water use rises




Albuquerque, New Mexico

These efforts halted depletion of the city's aquifer
in 5 years, despite population growth.

Albuguerque’s total water demand per capita has
dropped 50 percent.

“We don't need any new water for 100 years.

We don't plan to buy any more water rights
or import any more water.”

—Katherine Yuhas, water conservation officer, Albuquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority




Water Wise Cities and Policy

Key Takeaways

= Saving water saves money and generates long-
term value for real estate assets, communities,
and the environment.

= New housing and water are compatible. i RN i J0ih oy o e e o
. . diversions, and depletion, the 21st century
: The m.arket for water-wise real estate strategies S b the aos of Fitasihenont the e
IS getting stronger, lowering barriers for new when we apply our ingenuity to living in
pO | |Cy balance with nature. In so doing, we can
' quench our own thirst while leaving a
n By Workmg across sectors on water healthy water cyle for future generations.
conservation, efficiency, and reuse, we can A R
protect our water future despite projected water ;s Replenish

shortages, population increases, and climate
change.




How to Get Involved



Water Wise Development Coalition

= Who: ULI, in partnership with the Alliance for Water
Efficiency, the Sonoran Institute, and the WaterNow
Alliance, is convening land use and real estate
professionals with policymakers and decision-
makers.

- What: Advancing water-smart real estate
development and supportive policies.

= When & Where: Quarterly virtual meetings.

= How: Participants will have a say in meeting topics,
speakers, and efforts.

Contact Lindsay.brugger@uli.org to learn more & get
involved.



mailto:Lindsay.brugger@uli.org

New ULI Report: Building the Future: Innovations in State and Local
Policies to Boost Housing Supply

An in-depth exploration of the innovative policies that governments across the U.S. are adopting to tackle the
country’s pressing housing shortages

The state and local policies profiled in this
report— representing just some of the many
efforts to expand housing supply that are
taking shape in the United States today—
center around three themes:

- Reform zoning and other regulations to b
unleash housing production; : TEICTR

- Connect resources that maximize the ® .
impact of housing investments; and B“IIdlng the F“tur
- Leverage land, finance, and the adaptive

opportunities for residential development. ey

https://knowledge.uli.org/en/reports/research-reports/2024/building-the-future



Marta Schantz

Co-Executive Director, Randall Lewis Center
for Sustainability in Real Estate

marta.schantz@uli.org

Lindsay Brugger
Vice President, Urban Resilience
lindsay.brugger@uli.org

Marianne Eppig
Sr. Director, Urban Resilience

marianne.eppig@uli.org
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